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It is refreshing to note, however, that better minds in Java,
as in India, could soar above these trivial externals and catch
a glimpse of the highest spiritual truth. As an example of this
we may refer, at some length, to Caturpaksopadesa,1 a treatise
dealing with sects.

It divides the orders of ascetics into five classes (paksas)
named after five elements (earth, water, fire, air and sky) and
describes the vows, religious practices, manners of living, and
various usages and customs of each. The object of their vrata
(vow) is either to become rich, powerful, beautiful, accom-
plished, successful, etc. or to attain svarga (heaven) or moksa
(liberation).

The means for attaining all these ends are enumerated as
tapa, vrata, yoga, samadhi ( samadi), punya and dharmma
(darmma). There are five classes of ascetics viz., those who
live on fruits (phdla-va!>l\ roots (mula), water (salila), air
(pamJca or pavana ? ) or nothing (mm). The text then
proceeds to say that raga (passion) and dvesa (hatred) are the
two chief enemies of the ascetics, against which they should
always be on guard. If the five classes of ascetics fall victims
to these two, then they should, respectively, be like monkey,
swine, the Vadavanala (mythical submarine fire), serpent and
stone. If men are only free from passion and hatred, then it is
immaterial where they live, whether in hill, wood, cave, sea-
beach or island. One who is not free from passion and hatred
does not deserve the name of Pandita.

This high moral tone is in keeping with the spiritual insight
of the author who realised the unity of the all-pervading soul
in spite of the seeming varieties of religious faiths, beliefs and
practices. He illustrates this by two homely examples. As a
man puts on clothes of different colours, but still remains one
and the same, so is He, the Creator, one and the same, although
He appears in different garbs to different men or different sects.
Again, if there are thousand pitchers full of water, men would

I,   Ibid, pp. 42 ff.